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THE LORD’S DAY
�e Eighteenth Day of February, Two �ousand Twenty-Four

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-�irty and Eleven O’Clock

�e Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain
Senior Minister

�e Reverend Mr. William E. Dempsey
Minister of Congregational and Pastoral Care

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE

�e Recognition of Dr. William K. Wymond (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)

�e Prelude — “Rhosymedre”........................................ Ralph Vaughan Williams
Michael Beasley, Trumpet; Rae Shannon, Organ

�e Introit — “I Was Glad When �ey Said unto Me”......... C. Hubert H. Parry
Psalm 122

�e Call to Worship — Psalm 92:1-4

�e Hymn No. 103 — “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 

�e Invocation

�e Doxology .................................................................................... (Tune: Austria)
Glory be to God the Father, and to Christ His only Son;
Praise we, too, the Holy Spirit, binding all the Church as one:
As it was in the beginning now and evermore shall be;
Glory, honor, praise and blessing all creation sings to �ee!

�e Prayer of Confession

�e Assurance of Pardon

�e Confession of Faith — Romans 8:29-39
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?
 
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 
be slaughtered.”
 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



WELCOME
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you are here. If you are a 
visitor, we would love to know more about you. Please leave your contact 
information in the “Welcome Pad” at the end of your pew. We will follow up with 
you to introduce ourselves and tell you about ways to get plugged in to the church.

�e Offering

�e Offertory — “O Love �at Will Not Let Me Go”...................Ralph Manuel
With Kathryn Edwards, Piano

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in �ee
I give �ee back the life I owe, 
that in �ine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.
O Light that follows all my way, I yield my flickering torch to �ee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
�at in �y sunshine’s glow its day may brighter, fairer be.
O Joy that seeks me through pain, I cannot close my heart to �ee:
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.
O Cross that li�s up my head, I dare not ask to hide from �ee;
I lay in dust life’s glory, dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red life that shall endless be. 

�e Psalm No. 119:113-120 .........................................................(Tune: Hamburg)
113. �e double-minded I abhor, but your commands I love, O Lord.
114. You are my refuge and my shield; I’ve set my hope upon your word.

115. You evildoers, leave me now, that God’s commands I may obey.
116. By your word keep me; I shall live. Let my hope be swept away.

117. Uphold me, and I shall be saved; for your decrees I have respect.
118. All those who stray from your commands and practise falsehood you reject.

119. �e wicked you discard like dross; therefore I love your holy law.
120. My body quakes for fear of you; of your commands I stand in awe.

�e Pastoral Prayer

HEARING GOD’S VOICE

�e New Testament Reading — Luke 5:27-32................... (pew Bible page 861)

�e Prayer of Illumination

�e Old Testament Reading — Psalm 119:113-120 ......... (pew Bible page 515)

�e Sermon — A Lamp to Our Feet: �e Dynamics of Difference ..Dr. Strain

�e Hymn No. 524 (stzs. 1-3) — “�y Works, Not Mine, O Christ”

�e Benediction

�e Congregational Response
�y righteousness, O Christ, alone can cover me:
No righteousness avails save that which is of �ee.
To whom, save �ee, who canst alone for sin atone, lord, shall I flee?
 

�e Postlude — “Come �ou Fount of Every Blessing”.............Albert L. Travis



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

�e Reverend Mr. Wiley P. Lowry III
Minister of Teaching & Pastoral Care

�e Reverend Mr. James C. Peipon
Minister of Missions

�e Greetings and Announcements (5:55 p.m.)

�e Prelude — “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”..............arr. Don Hustad
William Wymond, Organ

�e Call to Worship — 1 Chronicles 16:28, 29

�e Hymn No. 679 — “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

�e Invocation

�e Hymn — “Arise, My Soul”.......................................................... (hymn sheet)

�e Greetings

�e Evening Prayer ..........................................Mr. David Bowling, Ruling Elder

�e Offering

�e Offertory — “I Need �ee Every Hour”................................arr. Dale Wood

*�e Young Children’s Devotional — �e Children’s Catechism

Q113. How many petitions are there in the Lord’s Prayer? A. Six

Q114. What is the first petition? A. �e first petition is “Hallowed be thy name.”

Q115. What does it mean to pray, “Hallowed be thy name”? A. We are asking 
God to help us and others to respect and honor Him.

�e Meditation & Prayer........................ Dr. Charlie Wingard, Minister of Shepherding

�e Hymn (stzs. 1-4) — “From Depths of Woe”............................ (hymn sheet)

�e Prayer of Illumination

�e Reading of Holy Scripture — Acts 11 .........................(pew Bible page 919)
 
�e Sermon — To the Gentiles: Division or Multiplication? ..............Mr. Lowry

�e Benediction

�e Congregational Response
�ough great our sins and sore our woes, much more His grace aboundeth.
His helping need no limit knows; Our upmost need it soundeth.
Our shepherd true and good is He, Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow, from all their sin and sorrow. 

�e Postlude — “Recessional on ‘Praise to the Lord’”....................Martin Shaw

*Children age four through third grade will be dismissed to a children’s devotional and 
can be picked up a�er the service in room 133, just outside the sanctuary doors.



A LIGHT
FOR THE
NATIONS

SUN

MAR

3

Guest Minister Jonathan Master
Morning Worship — 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Evening Worship —  5 p.m.

Sunday School Reports from Guests
9:45 a.m. in the following locations

Dinner on the Grounds
6 p.m. in the Baird Center Gym

SUN

FEB

25
Guest Minister Aaron Halbert
Morning Worship — 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Evening Worship —  6 p.m.

SAT

MAR

2

Saturday Session with Jonathan Master
8:30 a.m. Breakfast in Miller Hall
9:00 a.m. Session I
9:45 a.m. Break
10 a.m. Panel Q& A

RUF Meet and Greet
11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Baird Center Courtyard
Lunch provided

FRI

MAR

1

Senior Adults Coffee and Conversation 
10 a.m. in Miller Hall

Sunday School Class Dinners with Missionaries
Contact your class President for more info.

WED

FEB

28
Missions Midweek
Dinner with our honored guests — 5 p.m. in Miller Hall
Missions Midweek Session — 6 p.m. in Miller Hall
Children’s Missions Time — 6 p.m. in regular rooms

THUR

FEB

29

Women’s Luncheon
Professor Jil l  – 11:30 a.m. in Miller Hall

Men’s Dinner
Missionary Panel – 6 p.m. in Miller Hall

PATTERSON HALL

College
Lighthouse
Lost & Found
Young Adults

MILLER HALL

Covenant
Lamplighters
Life Learners
Pilgrims
Young Seekers

LOWE HALL

Cornerstone
Providence
Salt & Light
Stewards
First Ladies

Global Missions Conference 2024

For more information or to register,
visit fpcj.ms/missions-conference 

or scan the QR Code (right).



LH—Lowe Hall     MB—Main Building     MH—Miller Hall    MS—Music Suite     
PH—Patterson Hall     SC—Study Center     WH—Westminster Hall    YH—Youth House

Sunday, February 18, 2024
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship .................................................................. Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School...........................................................Various Locations
11:00 a.m. Children’s Churchtime (for age 3 and 4 by Sept. 1) ..................M135
4:30 p.m. Student Choir Rehearsal ..................................................................MS
5:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group .................................................. WH 202 A
5:00 p.m. New Members Received ................................................................... PH
5:00 p.m. Prayer for Global Missions ......................................................... Parlor
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship ................................................................... Sanctuary
  (age four through third grade dismissed for children’s classes)
7:30 p.m. Senior High Insight..... the Fesko Home (108 Charlestowne Square)

Monday, February 19, 2024
   Church Office Closed

Tuesday, February 20, 2024
6:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Series......................................................................MH
9:00 a.m. Cra�s for Missions ................................................................... WH 302
9:30 a.m. French Camp Quilters .......................................................... Bookstore
10:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study...................................................................... WH 305
6:00 p.m. MOMS at Night ................................................................................MH
6:45 p.m. Internationals Class .......................................................................... PH

Wednesday, February 21, 2024
9:00 a.m. MOMS Bible Study...........................................................................MH
5:00 p.m. Midweek Dinner...............................................................................MH
5:30 p.m. Children’s Playtime .............................................................Playground
5:50 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal ......................................................................MS
6:00 p.m. Midweek Adult Programs
   D Groups ........................................................Various Locations
   Compass (Registration Required) ............................... WH 202
   Evangelism Training ..................................................... WH 304
   Foundations ................................................................... WH 204
   Growth Class........................................................................... PH
   Prayer Meeting..................................................... Session Room
6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs....................................................... Various Locations
6:00 p.m. Sixth Grade Fellowship ........................................................Playground
6:00 p.m. Junior and Senior High D Groups ...................................................YH
7:15 p.m. Brass Ensemble Rehearsal ..................................................... Sanctuary

�ursday, February 22, 2024
9:15 a.m. Women’s Bible Study – Isaiah: �e Lord Saves.............................. PH
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study – Covenant: God’s Amazing Grace ..........MH

Saturday, February 24, 2024
7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Meeting ................................................................WH 202

Sunday, February 25, 2024
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship .................................................................. Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School...........................................................Various Locations
11:00 a.m. Children’s Churchtime (for age 3 and 4 by Sept. 1) ..................M135
4:30 p.m. Student Choir Rehearsal ..................................................................MS
5:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group .................................................. WH 202 A
5:00 p.m. Prayer for Global Missions ......................................................... Parlor
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship ................................................................... Sanctuary
  (age four through third grade dismissed for children’s classes)
7:30 p.m. Senior High Insight.................... the Jordan Home (9 Pond Side Dr.)



CRAFTS FOR MISSIONS

Come join us on Tuesday mornings, now through March 5 as we hand-cra� Christmas 
ornaments for our missionaries. We meet from 9-11 a.m. in Westminster Hall 302. A 
nursery is available upon request. Contact Sharon Teh for more information at 
601-946-1517 or sewbusy321@hotmail.com.

WE’RE HIRING

Female Student Ministry Female Coordinator
We are searching for a full-time Student Ministry Coordinator to join our team. �is 
person will work specifically with our Junior and Senior High female students. Our 
ideal candidate will be especially gi�ed in relational ministry who will show the love of 
Christ to our students! For more information and to apply, visit fpcj.ms/employment.

Nursery Coordinator
We are also looking for a full-time Nursery Coordinator. �is person will serve the 
mission of the church by leading the nursery ministry. �is includes recruiting, training, 
and leading the nursery staff as well as serving and shepherding the families and children 
of the church. For more information and to apply, contact lisao@fpcjackson.org.

CHURCH HEALTH SURVEY

We are continuing to analyze the results of the Church Health Survey and want to keep 
you updated about the process. As you may remember, the survey was intended to help us 
gauge the spiritual health of our church — a difficult thing to measure! �e health of a 
church depends in no small part on the spiritual wellness of its individual members. We 
received a lot of very helpful feedback from you, and we are so grateful for the 
congregation’s broad participation in the survey. Over the next weeks, we will be 
conducting a series of focus groups to dive a little deeper into some of the themes we saw 
in your responses. In April, we hope to be able to come to you with information on the 
things we have learned, both where we are thriving and where we need to improve. 

FOUNDATIONS CLASS — BEGINS MARCH 24

�e next offering of the Foundations Class during the Sunday School hour will begin 
March 24. Foundations is the place to begin if you are considering membership at FPC 
or would like to know more about our church and the basics of our faith and practice. 
During the class we will learn what we share in common with all Bible-believing 
Christians, as well as about the distinctives of Presbyterianism. We will hear from 
ministry leaders about what’s taking place at First Pres, while providing a great 
opportunity to meet others who have recently found a home here at FPC.

SENIOR HIGH GIRLS AND MOMS BREAKFAST — FEBRUARY 24

What does the Bible have to teach us about how our own identities are rooted securely 
in Christ? For young women made in the image of God, this topic is critically 
important.  Senior high girls and their moms are invited to join us as we hear from 
Beth Keeler, Saturday, February 24, 9:30-11:30, at the home of Mary Tison Brown.

SPRING BREAK AT LAGUNA BEACH — MARCH 13-16

�is beloved trip is intentionally structured to promote rest and fellowship as we spend 
time together sharing meals, enjoying the beach, and learning during the evenings at an 
Insight-style teaching time. Stephen Biggs will be the speaker. Our prayer is that this trip 
will continue to be an example of the rich community of FPCYM and that students would 
be encouraged and strengthened by this time together. Ninth through twel�h graders are 
invited to join us March 13-16, 2024. �e cost is $230. Register online at fpcj.ms/events.

ENCOUNTER RETREAT — APRIL 5-7

Junior High Presbytery-Wide Retreat
Sixth through ninth grade students, join us for a junior high presbytery-wide retreat 
on April 5-7 at Twin Lakes Camp in Florence, MS. We will join with churches from the 
Mississippi Valley Presbytery for a great weekend full of games, shared meals, and 
fellowship with other students. Our speaker Zack Owens will be teaching on the topic 
Belonging to God. �e cost is $115, but sign up by the Early Bird Deadline March 8 
and pay $85. Register online at fpcj.ms/events.



II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….”
For detailed prayer requests and contact information for our supported missionaries 
and ministry partners, please contact Jo Lynn at jolynnm@fpcjackson.org.

Joel & Katya Spence – Joel serves as a pastor and helps with humanitarian aid for Ukrainians 
with MTW. He is also helping to set up a Polish Presbytery. email: joel.g.spence@gmail.com

Mark & Stephanie Horn – Mark serves as a church planter at Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Ocean Springs. email: masthorn@icloud.com

FLOWERS
�e flowers in the sanctuary are from FPDS’s fourth and fi�h grade Grandparents’ Day. 
�ey are dedicated in honor of all First Presbyterian Day School grandparents who 
lovingly support and pray for our students and our ministry. “For the LORD is good; 
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.” -Psalm 100:5

A LAMP TO OUR FEET — THIRD QUARTER BEGINS TODAY!
Our teaching theme this year, A Lamp to Our Feet: Knowing & Loving the Word of 
God, calls us all to be people of the Word, to be Bible people. Our third quarter book 
full of information and resources for all ages, is available for pick up, or view it digitally 
at fpcj.ms/lamp. �is week we are continuing the Bible Reading Plan in the Book of 
Luke and our new Bible Memorization goal for the quarter is Romans 8:28-39! Now is 
a great time to rejoin us or jump in for the first time!

SPRING MEN’S BREAKFAST SERIES
Men, join us on Tuesday mornings at 6:30 a.m. in Miller Hall for our  Men’s Breakfast 
Series. Our topic this spring semester is �e Unfamiliar God, led by Rupert Hunt Taylor. 
We will reflect on the many ways our creator is radically different from everything that 
He has made. Join us for breakfast and fellowship. Guests are most welcome; help us 
spread the word! Register online so we can plan for breakfast at fpcj.ms/events. 

Every dollar we use to support global and national missions arrives at the church as a gi� 
designated for missions, separate from our regular giving to support the ministry of FPC. 
Your missions giving directly supports 60+ global missionaries, 10+ campus ministers, 
and 15+ North American church planters. Please support the making of disciples around 
North America and around the world by making a gi� to Missions by writing 
“Missions”on your check or by selecting “Missions” on our online giving platform.

GIVING AND STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
JANUARY 2024

SPENDING
IN SUPPORT 
OF MISSIONS

NET GIVING
(UNDER) OR

OVER SPENDING

GIVING
TO DESIGNATED 
MISSIONS FUND

$43,055 $77,525 ($34,470)

GIVING TOWARD FPC MISSIONS

SPENDING
IN SUPPORT 
OF MISSIONS

GIVING
TO DESIGNATED 
MISSIONS FUND

$43,055 $77,525
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($153,274)

GIVING TOWARD FPC MINISTRY EXPENSES

MINISTRY
EXPENSES

NET GIVING
(UNDER) OR

OVER EXPENSES

GIVING
TO OPERATING

BUDGET

$548,792 $702,066
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$661,322 $789,51 ($128,195)


