
MEMBERSHIP AT FPC JACKSON
This handout gives you, the parent, a resource to use as you try to 
discern your son or daughter’s readiness to become a communing 
member of the church. Three topics you will need to consider with 
your child are discerning true faith, understanding Christianity, and 
becoming a communing member of the church.
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DISCERNING TRUE FAITH
It is helpful to remember that there is no age requirement for church 
membership. Your child’s involvement in the Communicants’ Class is not 
meant to be a sign that he or she needs to become a communing member of 
FPC. It is really meant to be a time when you, your child, and your 
elder-sponsor can explore together what it means to be a communing member 
of the church here at FPC Jackson and whether your child is ready to make a 
profession of faith and to become a communing member of the church. 

As you spend time with your child, look for signs of their walk with Christ in two 
ways: faith and repentance. Of course, not even the best parent can always read 
their child’s heart, but these are worth considering and discussing with your child. 

TRUE FAITH 
True faith is a gift we receive from the Holy Spirit. It allows us to believe in 
everything that God says to us in His Word. Most importantly, true faith 
believes in Christ and in all the benefits that His death and resurrection have 
secured for us. It is helpful to think of faith in three parts: 

Knowledge
Faith is not trust without evidence! We have faith in a real person, Jesus 
Christ, and we believe in the evidence that the Bible gives us about Him. 
Part of faith means knowing what you mean when you say that you believe 
in Jesus Christ. Here are some of the basics:

Conviction
A person with true faith is convicted of his or her personal need of Christ. 
True faith needs more than knowledge. Your child needs to know that he or 
she needs God.

Trust
True faith involves trusting in Christ. If you are finding it difficult to explain 
these concepts to your children, try simply telling them what these aspects 
of faith look like in your own life. 

REPENTANCE 
Admission of Sin
A repentant person must be convinced in his or her heart that he is a sinner. 

Sorrow for Sin
A repentant person must have a Godly sorrow about his or her sin. 

Turning from Sin to Righteousness
God calls those who are truly repentant to turn away from their sins. One 
sign of turning from sins is becoming more obedient to Christ’s commands. 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
Christ is truly the Son of God;
Christ became a man, was crucified, died, and rose again;
Christ did all this to save whoever would believe in Him.



UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY
As you talk with your son or daughter about what it means to be a Christian, 
here are a few important topics to cover. 

THE BIBLE
The Bible is God’s Word. In the Bible, God tells us what we are to believe about 
Himself, the world He created, and our own hearts. God’s Word gives us a 
whole new way of thinking about history, the present, and the future. It also 
teaches us the way to be right with God and to enjoy Him forever. 

THE TRINITY
There is only one God, and He exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. If this seems like a mystery to you, you are on the right track. 
Just remember as you speak with your child, all of our questions and answers 
about God should at least leave us to say, “Wow, what a God!” 

SIN
Every person is born a sinner. Knowing about sin is important because it 
teaches us what Jesus has come to save us from. A child must recognize that 
he or she has broken God’s commands and, like all sinners, deserves 
punishment from God, including hell. It is also crucial for children to 
understand that ultimately sin is a heart issue. 

SALVATION
Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ alone. We cannot fix our situation 
through more good deeds or by promising to do better next time. We cannot 
save ourselves! All we can do is trust in Christ alone and in what He has done 
for us. Salvation comes through God’s work in true faith and repentance.

THE VOWS OF MEMBERSHIP
These are the Five Vows of Membership that every communicant will take 
before the Session and then before the congregation when becoming a 
communing member of First Presbyterian Church of Jackson. In affirming 
them, the child takes responsibility to live out his or her faith and to be held 
accountable by the church. Consider these with your own child: 

CONCLUSION
If you and your elder-sponsor feel confident of your child’s faith and 
understanding, you are encouraged to take the next step toward church 
membership.  That being said, it is not unusual for parents to encourage their 
children to wait for a future season before joining based on questions that the 
parent or child may have about the child’s faith and understanding of the gospel.

We as a congregation consider it a privilege to serve you in helping to prepare 
your child for membership through the Communicants’ Class. Thank you for 
your commitment to this process. 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 
3:20-21).

2 Timothy 3:14-16; Psalm 119:9-11 
First Catechism: question and answer 14 – 15 
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer 2 - 3 

Deuteronomy 4:35, 6:4-5; Genesis 1:26; many others passages 
that show each person of the Trinity is God. 
First Catechism: question and answer 6 - 13 
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer 4 - 6, 11 

Exodus 20:1-17; John 3:4; John 14:23-24 
First Catechism: question and answer 29 - 32, 145 – 146
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer14, 82 - 84 

Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 7:7-8:4 
First Catechism: question and answer 35 - 40, 107 – 108
Westminster Shorter Catechism: questions and answer 14 - 17, 82 



DIVINITY OF CHRIST  
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who became man for our salvation. He is no 
less God than the Father or the Holy Spirit. 

CHRIST’S SAVING WORK  
It is through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection that we, God’s people, have 
been saved. In His life, Jesus obeyed all of God’s commands in our place so 
that when God the Father looks at us, He sees the sinless obedience of 
Christ. In his death Jesus took the guilt of our sin upon Himself and was 
punished for it so that our consciences could be cleansed. In His 
resurrection from the dead, God showed us that Jesus’ obedience was 
perfect and His death was sufficient to take away our guilt. 

WORSHIP
All people were made to worship God, and God calls us to worship regularly 
with fellow believers as one body. When Christians gather, we actively 
worship God through singing, praying, hearing God’s Word read and taught, 
and partaking of the Lord’s Supper. In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus is really 
present with us by His Holy Spirit as we eat the bread and drink the wine. At 
the table, God strengthens us as we eat and drink, and He does this for our 
spiritual nourishment and growth in grace. 

John 1:1-14; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:14-15; Romans 5:6-8 
First Catechism: question and answer 50
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer 21 - 22 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Romans 4:23-25, 5:12-21 
First Catechism: question and answer 48 - 49, 51 - 56, 141
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer 25 - 28, 33 

Acts 2:38-39,42-47; Romans 12:1-13; 1 Cor.11:23-29, 12:4-26; Hebrews 10:23-25 
First Catechism: question and answer 129 – 140
Westminster Shorter Catechism: question and answer 88 - 91, 96 - 97 



BECOMING A COMMUNING MEMBER OF THE CHURCH
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
A church like First Presbyterian Church is a community of people whose 
members all profess their faith in Jesus Christ, along with their children. The 
church is the community of God that gathers to worship the Lord and 
encourage one another to live for God’s glory. Here are some of the big tasks 
of a local church: 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord’s Supper is the meal where we remember with thanksgiving what 
Jesus Christ has done for us. The bread of the Lord’s Supper is meant to be 
a physical reminder of the body of Christ which was broken for us. The cup 
is symbolic of the blood of Christ which was shed for us.

The Lord’s Supper is a powerful reminder that God has kept all His promises 
to His people, even at the cost of His own blood. The Table of the Lord’s 
Supper should encourage us by showing us how great God’s love for us is, 
especially when we consider the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It is a visible 
picture of the good news we believe. 

Your child should know that the Lord’s Supper is a meal meant to be shared 
only among professing members of the church. Participating in the Lord’s 
Supper is an active process where we engage both our minds and our hearts 
in what we are doing. 

We meet for fellowship, prayer, 
reading and the teaching of Scripture 
(Acts 2:42-47). 
We elect officers - elders and deacons 
- to teach, lead, and serve (Acts 6:3; 
Eph. 4:11-12).
We administer the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper
(Acts 2:38-42).

We faithfully give of our resources - 
time, treasure, talent - to the Lord's 
work (1 Cor.16:1-2).
We submit ourselves to church 
discipline, another way of saying that 
we want the fellow believers in our local 
church to hold us accountable when 
we are living in sin or teaching wrong 
beliefs (1 Cor.5:1-5; 2 Cor.7:14-18; 
Rom.16:17-18).

• Must have made a public 
profession of faith.

• Must be a baptized member of a 
Christian Church.

• Must truly trust in Jesus Christ 
alone for salvation (1 Cor. 11:26). 

• Must understand the significance 
of the Lord’s Supper. Particularly
¡ that the bread and cup represent 

the body and blood of the Lord;
 ¡ that taking the Lord’s Supper 

means looking to Christ for grace, 
assurance, and spiritual growth; 

¡ that the Lord's body is His church, 
His people, and that we are part of a 
family who is called to actively love 
one another while denying 
ourselves. 

• Must be able to examine his or her 
own heart, and be able to 
determine that he is in Christ and is 
able to partake of the meal in a 
worthy manner (1 Cor.11:23-31). 
When we say “worthy manner,” we 
mean that a person cannot be 
committing sin without repentance.

Biblical Requirements for Joining in the Lord’s Supper



THE VOWS OF MEMBERSHIP
These are the Five Vows of Membership that every communicant will take 
before the Session and then before the congregation when becoming a 
communing member of First Presbyterian Church of Jackson. In affirming 
them, the child takes responsibility to live out his or her faith and to be held 
accountable by the church. Consider these with your own child: 

CONCLUSION
If you and your elder-sponsor feel confident of your child’s faith and 
understanding, you are encouraged to take the next step toward church 
membership.  That being said, it is not unusual for parents to encourage their 
children to wait for a future season before joining based on questions that the 
parent or child may have about the child’s faith and understanding of the gospel.

We as a congregation consider it a privilege to serve you in helping to prepare 
your child for membership through the Communicants’ Class. Thank you for 
your commitment to this process. 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 
3:20-21).

1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be 
a sinner in the sight of God, justly 
deserving His displeasure, and without 
hope save in His sovereign mercy? 

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of 
sinners, and do you receive and rest 
upon Him alone for salvation as He is 
offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in 
humble reliance upon the grace of the 

5 Questions of Church Membership
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live 
as becomes the followers of Christ? 

4. Do you promise to support the 
Church in its worship and work to the 
best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the 
government and discipline of the 
Church, and promise to study its purity 
and peace? 

BAPTISM
One of the prerequisites to joining the local church is baptism. If your child has 
already been baptized, this is a good time to remind him or her of what baptism 
means and why it is important. Baptism is a sacrament that points us to our 
union with Christ and all the benefits that flow from that union. The act of 
baptism does not save us, but it points us to the fact that Jesus Christ really 
does wash us white as snow through his sacrifice. If your child has not yet been 
baptized, you can talk to your elder-sponsor about this process.


