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�4COLOSSIANS 4:2-6

“2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may 
open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, 
on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, 
which is how I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward 
outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer each person.”



OUR MISSION IS TO LOVE 
 OUR FRIENDS INTO THE  
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
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Prayerful Love
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THE LAYERS OF RELATIONAL EVANGELISM



PRAYERFUL LOVE



�8PRAYERFUL LOVE

“Be  Devoted” Or “Cling”
Imperative

Prayer

Real Time 
Specific

Alert
Hope 

Renewal

Gratitude

Be
ing

 W
atc

hfu
l

Thanksgiving

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving.” (v.2)



Health Indicators



�10HEALTH INDICATOR

Are You Regularly Praying For “Outsiders” (specific & real time)?



Next Steps



�12NEXT STEP

What is your tool for regular prayer for outsiders?
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�15PROACTIVE LOVE

“Walk”

“Towards”

“Wisdom”

“Outsiders”

“Walk in wisdom toward outsiders”

Imperative 
Essential

Direction 
Posture

Limited Opportunity 
Limited Resources

Aliens 
Urgency



�16
QUESTIONS: HOW ARE YOU WISELY WALKING TOWARDS “OUTSIDERS”? 

WHAT WILL YOU NOT “WALK”  
TOWARDS TO BETTER “WALK”  
TOWARDS OUTSIDERS?

WHAT CAN YOU  
REALISTICALLY HANDLE? 

EXAMPLE: IF YOU ARE GOING TO 
WORK OUT … THEN WHERE, WHEN, 
HOW, AND WITH WHOM? 

WHERE COULD YOUR “WALKING”  
LINE UP WITH THINGS  YOU  

ALREADY ENJOY DOING? 

 

WHERE ARE YOU ALREADY 
 AROUND “OUTSIDERS”? 
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APPROVALSUCCESS

CONTROLINFLUENCE

COMFORT

WHAT KEEPS US FROM WALKING WITH OUTSIDERS?

 IDOLS OF 
THE HEART



Health Indicators



�19HEALTH INDICATOR

Are the “Outsiders” you are moving towards 

starting to move towards you?



Next Steps



�21NEXT STEP: WHOM MIGHT YOU MOVE TOWARDS MORE CONSISTENTLY?

You

FAMILY WORK

AFFINITYCOMMUNITY

A

A

A B

B

B

C

C

CD

D

D



�22

Prayerful Love

Proactive Love

Purposeful Love

Provocative Love

Persuasive Love

1

2

3

4

5

THE LAYERS OF RELATIONAL EVANGELISM



PURPOSEFUL LOVE



�24PURPOSEFUL LOVE

“Buying 

Up The 


Opportunity” 
Eagerness

Ultimate 
Goal In  
Mind

Being 
Strategic

Getting  
The 

Most

“Making the best

use of the time” (v.5)



�25PURPOSEFUL LOVE

“At the same time, pray also for us, that God may 

open to us a door for the word” (v.3)


“Door”
“Pray also 

for us”

The mission is a

team game

Openings

It is best done as a team so that 

we do not get the credit

Creating, looking  and praying 

for access and opportunity



Health Indicators



�27HEALTH INDICATOR

Are “Outsiders” Engaged With You? 

 Are the “Outsiders” in your life starting


 to regularly engage you?




Next Steps



�29NEXT STEP: WHAT IS YOUR PLAN TO BUILD A FEW OF THESE FRIENDSHIPS?

You

FAMILY WORK

AFFINITYCOMMUNITY

A
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A B
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C

CD

D
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�32PROVOCATIVE LOVE

SpeechSalty Gracious

Pleasing

Acceptable

Witty, 

Amusing, 


Clever 

Not 

“Hit & Run”

Thought

Provoking,

Worthwhile

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt” (v.6)



�33PROVOCATIVE LOVE: LET THE GOSPEL BE PROVOCATIVE IN YOU

The 
Goal

Humble and confident 

[Goodness and kindness] 

Grace without words 

exuding from you

Cultivate an “unmerited 
favor” paradigm in your life 
that can be experienced



Health Indicators



�35HEALTH INDICATOR

Are “Outsiders” Interested In The Gospel?  
Are the “Outsiders” in your life asking questions


 about Christ and Christ in you? Why not?



Next Steps



�37NEXT STEP: WHAT IS YOUR PLAN TO GROW IN GRACE?

Step One
What’s your plan for cultivating 
renewal dynamics in your life?

Step Two
How can you skillfully “repent” and 

“believe in front of your friends?

Step Three
What would be specifically  “salty” 

for the outsiders God has given you?
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PERSUASIVE LOVE



�40PERSUASIVE LOVE

YOU“Answer”
Anticipate 
& Prepare

“Know”

Paul assumes your life 
creates questions. 


Does your life provoke questions 
from outsiders?

Peter assumes your life creates 
questions. 


(1Peter 3:15-16)

What questions are 

they going to ask?

What does it look like for 

you to prepare for those 


specific questions?

“So that you may know how you ought to answer each person” (v.6)

Use Resources

Examples: Rankin Wilbourne, 

Tim Keller

Learn

Their “Issues”


Their “Objections”



�411PETER 3:15-16

“But gin your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, halways 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and irespect, 16 jhaving a good conscience, 
so that, kwhen you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” 



�42PERSUASIVE LOVE

YOU“Declare” “Clear”
The most powerful tool you have is 

sharing about Christ in you

Bear witness to the freedom, hope, 
joy, and relief you have in Christ

“Propitiation” Contextualized

Jesus for them a way they understand 

Done in a way that is “easy going down” 
On their level & using their language

Examples

Guilt or Shame based 

Father Wounds 
Empty

“To declare the mystery of Christ … that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.” (v.3,4)

This is very difficult to refute



Health Indicators



�44HEALTH INDICATOR

Are “Outsiders” Engaged With The Gospel? 

Are the “Outsiders” in your life engaged in 


dialogue with you about the Gospel?



Next Steps



�46NEXT STEP: WHAT IS YOUR PLAN TO BE READY?

Step One
What conversation keeps coming up 

over and over?


Step Two
What’s the one issue for which you 

need to become a topic matter expert?


Step Three
Who can help you think through 

how to ‘contextualize’ the gospel for 
your friend?
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WHAT WILL YOUR PICTURE & TOOL BE?



OUR MISSION IS TO LOVE 
 OUR FRIENDS INTO THE  
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
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PRAYER



THANK YOU 


