
The 
First
Presbyterian
Church
of
Jackson

“To Glorify God, And Enjoy Him Forever”



THE LORD’S DAY
The Fifteenth Day of April, Two Thousand Eighteen

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight–Thirty and Eleven O’Clock

The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister
The Reverend Mr. William E. Dempsey — Minister of Congregational Care

 The Greetings and Announcements (8:25 and 10:55 a.m.)
 The Prelude — “Largo” (Double Concerto in D Minor) .........................J. S. Bach

Shellie Brown and Jessica Schmidt, Violins; Rae Shannon, Organ

 The Introit — “We Come, O Christ, to You” ....................................John Darwall
The Student Choir, Rachael Tracey, Accompanist

 The Call to Worship
‡* The Hymn of Praise No. 122 — “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory”
‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Confession
‡  The Assurance of Pardon
‡* The Doxology

“O Father, You are sovereign in all the worlds You made;
Your mighty word was spoken and light and life obeyed.
Your voice commands the seasons and bounds the ocean’s shore,
Set stars within their courses and stills the tempest’s roar.”

 The Public Profession of Faith
The Biblical Basis
The Introduction of New Members
The Questions of Membership
The Prayer
The Declaration
The Blessing

‡* The Hymn No. 359 — “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
 The Presentation of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings
 The Offertory — “Rejoice” ............................................................. Craig Courtney

“Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say rejoice.
Rejoice, ye pure in heart. Rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Your festive banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Be anxious for nothing; But in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God
and the peace of God, which passes all understanding 
will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
Rejoice in the Lord always . . . .”

 The Prayer of Illumination
 The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Corinthians 16  (Pew Bible pages 962-963)
 The Sermon ― Rewire: “The Church at Work” ...................................... Dr. Strain
‡  The Hymn of Response No. 347 — “The Church’s One Foundation”  
‡ The Benediction
‡  The Congregational Response 

“Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.”

 The Postlude — “When in Our Music God Is Glorified”. .........Fred Pratt Green

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing



EVENING WORSHIP

First Presbyterian Church of Jackson exists to glorify God by 
making disciples on the North State Street corridor, in the 
greater Jackson area, and around the world.

Our Vision

 Six O’Clock
The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain — Senior Minister

The Reverend Mr. David L. Felker — Minister of Young Adults & College

 The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:55 p.m.)

 The Prelude  

 The Call to Worship

‡* The Hymn No. 115 — “All Creatures of Our God and King”

‡  The Invocation

‡* The Hymn No. 246 — “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”

 The Greetings

 The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Harper Keeler

 The Presentation of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

 The Offertory —  “Be Still, My Soul” ......................Traditional Swedish Melody
Catherine Glover, Soloist 

 The Young Children’s Devotional
For children currently in 4-year-old through 3rd grade Sunday School 

The Children’s Catechism 
Q126:  How many sacraments are there?  A:  Two.
Q127:  What are they?  A:  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Q128:  Who appointed these sacraments?  A:  The Lord Jesus Christ.
Q129: Why did Christ appoint these sacraments?  A:  To distinguish His people from 

the world, and to comfort and strengthen them.
** The Meditation and Prayer ....................Ed Hartman, Minister of Mission & Outreach

‡* The Hymn (Stzs. 1-4) — “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken”                  (See Guide)

 The Prayer of Illumination 

 The Reading of Holy Scripture — Job 18-19                (Pew Bible pages 428-429)       

 The Sermon — “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” ..............................Dr. Strain

‡ The Benediction 

‡  The Response  
“Haste Thee on from grace to glory, armed by faith, and winged by prayer.

Heav’n’s eternal day’s before thee, God’s own hand shall guide us there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition, faith to sight, and prayer to praise.”

 The Postlude  

 
*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing
**Children dismissed after the prayer
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A GUIDE TO THE MORNING SERVICE
The Introduction of New Members

This week we have the happy occasion to receive new members into our church 
family during the morning worship service.

Why must we be members of a local church? The Bible uses metaphors to define “the 
Church.” The Church is one body in Christ. We are all members of the same body, 
and we belong to one another (Romans 12:5). The Church is one family. To be a 
member of any family, we are to be either born in it or adopted into it. Since we 
are all born as “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3), we must be adopted; and God 
has adopted us into His community of the Trinity. We have one Father, one Savior 
and elder Brother, and one Spirit of adoption by Whom we are made members of 
the family (Romans 8:15-17). Therefore, as Scripture repeatedly addresses us, we 
are brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers to one another. So, why must we become 
members of a local church? It is because, having been united to Christ, we are 
necessarily united to all those who are united to Him. Therefore, we are entitled to 
the watchful care, instruction, prayers, and government of the church, and other 
rights and privileges that come with it.

Who can be a member of the church? Any person who is called a Christian by having 
made a credible profession of faith, having been baptized in a Bible-believing 
church, and having been admitted by the Session (the body of elders) to the Lord’s 
Table can be a communing member of First Presbyterian Church. Children of 
believer(s) are, by virtue of their birth in a believing household and in covenant 
with God, children of the covenant. However, they may not partake of the Lord’s 
Table as a way to protect them from eating and drinking judgment upon themselves, 
if they were to do so in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). Hence, our 
children are called non-communing members of the church. We hope that all our 
covenant children would embrace the gospel and become communing members. 
While only the communing members are entitled to all the rights and privileges of 
the church, all members of the church family are, however, entitled to the watchful 
care, instruction, prayers, and government of the church.Having discussed why and 
who can become members of First Presbyterian Church, let us look briefly at the 
questions for membership:

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly 
deserving His displeasure and without hope, save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of 
sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is 
offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of 
your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, 
and promise to study its purity and peace?

The first three of five questions seek to show to us our hellish plight before God, 
bring us to a point of desperate need for the person and work of Jesus, and rely 
upon the life-giving power in none but the Holy Spirit alone. We would do well 
to bring these grand truths of the gospel in our prayers every day. While the first 
three questions speak of our relation to each person of the Godhead, the next two 
questions speak of our relation to the Church of God which the Father loves, the Son 
died and rose to save, and the Spirit now indwells. Since each Person of the Trinity 
is interested and invested in the Church, we who are called by His name must do 
likewise. May we who are members of the covenant community pray for the welfare 
of the Church and of First Presbyterian Church. May we seek to live lives in which 
the gospel has pervaded every sphere. May we be growing disciples seeking to learn 
more of our God, His great majesty, and His magnificent Fatherhood. May we grow 
as committed members by regularly worshiping and seeking to gather with our 
family as often as opportunities provide us. May we be humble followers submitting 
to the wise leadership and discipline of those who care for our souls. May we grow 
to love the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.



FPC THIS WEEK

BC - Basement 
         Classroom
CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor

MCR - Ministers 
             Conference 
             Room
MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite

PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center
WH - Westminster 
           Hall

HC - Hutton Chapel
LRC - Learning 
            Resource Center
SR - Session Room

SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2018
Sunday Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in M133
 The Learning Resource Center — 9:30 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.   
  (Library only)
 Foundations Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
 Children’s Church for 3- and 4-year olds — during 11:00 a.m. 
  worship service in M135MB
  Student Choir Rehearsal — 4:30 p.m. in MS 
 The Learning Resource Center — 5:30 p.m. – 5:55 p.m. 
  (Library only)                             
 Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. at the Swayze home 
  (1721 Howard St. in Belhaven)
                   
Monday    MTJ Committee Meeting — 12:00 noon in WH202A
 Mission First Tutoring — 3:00 p.m in SC210/213   
 Sixth Grade Kickball in the Cul-de-sac — 6:00 p.m. at the homes 
  of the Hensons & Jordans (4 Pond Side Dr. and 9 Pond Side Dr.)
                                                                                            
Tuesday    “Truth at Dawn” Men’s Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
 Sew & Sow — 9:00 a.m. in SC211
 French Camp Quilters — 9:00 a.m. in MB 132/Library
 The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
 Christianity Explored — 5:30 p.m. in SC 213A 
 Internationals Class — 6:45 p.m. in PH     
                                                                                                                                                                                   
Wednesday  Men’s Bible Study — 10:00 a.m. in Parlor
 The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 6:25 p.m
 Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
 College Dinner & Discussion — 5:15 p.m. in WH202B
 Children’s Playtime — 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. in Gym/Playground 
         Peru Mission Meeting — 5:30 p.m. in WH204
       Adult Choir Rehearsal — 5:50 p.m. in MS 
 Junior High D Groups — 6:00 p.m. in YH
 Chinese Bible Study — 6:00 p.m.  in SC210
 Mid-Week Bible Study & Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in PH
 Adult D Groups — 6:30 p.m. in various rooms
 Christianity Explored — 6:30 p.m. in WH202A
 Working Women’s Bible Study — 6:30 p.m. in WH202B
 Senior High Small Group — 6:30 p.m. in Y201
 Children’s Choirs — 6:30 p.m. in various locations  
  Brass Rehearsal — 7:15 p.m. in Sanctuary     
                
Thursday    The Learning Resource Center — 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
 MTW Committee Meeting — 12:00 noon in WH202A
                         
Friday   No Scheduled Events   
            
Saturday     Men’s Prayer Breakfast 



Follow us on Twitter 
@FPCJxnMS

Like us on Facebook  
Facebook.com/FirstPresJackson

Download the FPC app: 
Text fpcjacksonapp to 779-77

CONNECT WITH FPC
Website: www.fpcjackson.org Office Phone: 601-353-8316

ANNOUNCEMENTS
II THESSALONIANS 3:1 — “Finally, brethren, pray for us….” 

Seth & Laura Lee Starkey – Serving as Campus Minister with Reformed University 
                                                  Fellowship at Belhaven University. Email: seth.starkey@ruf.org
Jack & Nell Chinchen  – Serving as educators in Malawi with African Bible College; 
                                             Forwarding Mailing Address: African Bible College, P.O. Box 103,
                                             Clinton, MS 39060; Email: nellchinchen@yahoo.com
                    

SPRING FOUNDATIONS CLASS
The spring Foundations Class meets today at 9:40 a.m. in room M133 (across from the 
bookstore) and runs through Sunday, May 6. This class is for members and visitors who 
want to know more about our church and its ministries, our denomination, Presbyterian 
doctrine and beliefs, church history, and church government. 

NEW MEMBERS
On March 25, 2018, the following new members were welcomed into our fellowship:  Mr. 
Eli Graham Biggs, Mr. and Mrs. Brooks (Holly) Buchanan, Miss Bradley Yvonne Burke, 
Mr. David Harrison Fulcher, Jr., Miss Frances Elizabeth Hawkins, Miss Sara Beth Henson, 
Mr. Blair Douglas Hurst, Jr., Mr. James Howell Jordan, Mr. and Mrs. Willam Joseph (Linda) 
Lash, Mr. Henry Bradford Lowry, Mr. John S. Madden IV, Miss Mary Kathryn Mason, Miss 
Meredith Gale McClain, Mr. Jake Robert McGehee IV, Mr. Peyton Jennings Mills, Miss 
Elizabeth Percy Oliver, Miss Katherine Wilder Poole, Mr. James Robert Tobermann, Miss 
Sydney Caroline White, and Miss Ann Stuart Woodson.

SENIOR ADULTS DAY TRIP TO NATCHEZ
Senior adults, join us on Wednesday, May 9, for a fun and informative day trip to 
beautiful, historic Natchez. We’ll tour four homes, with lunch included at the Elms. 
Cost will be $75/person. We’ll leave from the Pinehurst parking lot at 7:15 a.m. and 
will return by 4:30 p.m. Sign up by calling Lynn Smith at (601) 353-8316 or by email at 
receptionist@fpcjackson.org.

PREPARING FOR ADOLESCENTS: A PARENTS’ FORUM
Parents of adolescents or rising adolescents, join us on the evenings of May 9, 16, and 23 
at a forum designed to help prepare you for the unique opportunities involved in rearing 
children through the teenage years. We’ll plan to meet in Lowe Hall from 6:30-7:30 PM. 
Check the upcoming First Epistle for a breakdown of each week’s topics. Please register 
with Caleb Blake at calebb@fpcjackson.org.

BAPTISM
The next baptism is scheduled for Sunday, May 20, 2018.  To make your reservation, please 
contact Marie Phillips at mariep@fpcjackson.org.
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — JUNE 4-8, 2018 
Registration for VBS 2018 is now open!  The theme is Grow in Grace, and money collected 
from the daily offering will go to supply Gateway Rescue Mission’s kitchen pantry.  Please 
be sure to register before May 13 to ensure your child’s t-shirt order is placed.  You may 
register at http://fpcj.ms/vbs-2018 (website also accessible through the FPC app and 
website.)  We are still looking for volunteers to help in all areas, however there is a need for 
Table Teachers who enjoy working with 2nd-5th graders.  Contact Mary Ball to volunteer 
at maryb@fpcjackson.org.

THE FIRST EPISTLE
To receive the printed version of The First Epistle, please contact Marie Phillips at 
mariep@fpcjackson.org.  If you would like to receive The First Epistle via e-mail, please 
visit our website. On the home page, in the center of the footer, is the place to enter 
your e-mail to subscribe to the electronic version.



FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
At FPC, we believe that family worship is important. Recognizing the time challenges 
of a busy week with work and school, we want to make it as easy as possible for you. 
So we hope you find this Family Worship Guide helpful and use it in your homes this 
week. Each week addresses a question from the Westminster Shorter Catechism, with a 
daily scripture reference, key thought, and questions for family discussion. You can use 
this abbreviated version by simply taking this bulletin home with you today, or get the 
complete version emailed to you weekly by subscribing at fpcj.ms/fam-devo. Or contact 
the church office at 601-353-8316 or receptionist@fpcjackson.org.

THIS WEEK’S FOCUS:
Question 103: What do we pray for in the third petition?
Answer: In the third petition (which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven) 
we pray, that God, by His grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey, and 
submit to His will in all things, as the angels do in heaven.

MONDAY
Scripture: Deuteronomy 29:29; Romans 12:1-2
Key Thought: In the third petition we pray for the will of God.
Questions:
● Can we understand all of God’s will perfectly?
● How are we to know the will of God?
Prayer
   

TUESDAY
Scripture: 1 John 2:15-17; 1 Peter 4:1-11
Key Thought: In the third petition we are reminded of the excellency of God’s will.
Questions:
● Is there a difference between knowing, obeying, and submitting?
● Why is conformity to God’s will something to be earnestly desired?
Prayer

WEDNESDAY
Scripture: Deuteronomy 10:12-13; 12:32; 1 John 2:3-6
Key Thought: In the third petition we pray for active obedience.
Questions:
● What is meant by “active obedience”?
● What are the dangers of having knowledge without active obedience?
Prayer

THURSDAY
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:20-25; Hebrews 12:1-2
Key Thought: In the third petition we pray for passive obedience.
Questions:
● What is meant by “passive obedience”?
● What are the signs of resisting the will of God in affliction?
● How is the Christian to respond in times of affliction?
Prayer

FRIDAY
Scripture: Psalm 148:1-14
Key Thought: In the third petition we pray for a heavenly disposition.
Questions:
● What is meant by the phrase, “on earth as it is in heaven”?
● How is the obedience of the angels a pattern for us?
Prayer


