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Some Notes:  
1. This book is illustration of difference between inspiration and revelation. Inspiration means 
guided of God to write. The author wrote this book under inspiration of God. Revelation means 
revealed to man by God. In Ecclesiastes, Solomon wrote from viewpoint of man without any 
revelation from God. Therefore, much in this book is true from earthly viewpoint, but it is not 
true from God’s viewpoint. 
 
2. Ecclesiastes presents the despondency and hopelessness of life viewed without a hope of 
immortality.  
 
3. The Word for God is always Elohim which presents God as far distant and a stern Judge, 
never Jehovah, His covenant, and redemptive name. 
 
4. The conclusions of this book are from a purely human viewpoint. They are falsely used by 
many to bolster the unbelief and agnosticism of this present day. 
 
5. This book is a sermon wherein Solomon searches all things “under the sun” and finds from 
that viewpoint “all is vanity,” (1:2, 3). This search is shown in the book as outlined below. 
 
I. From personal experience – chapters 1 and 2 
 1. Monotony of earth, everything is repeated – 1:4-11 
 2. He was qualified to speak – 1:12-17 
 3. He had tried pleasure – 2:1-3 
 4. He tried luxury and wealth – 2:4-11 
 5. This all left him perplexed and disgusted. He saw no value in life – 2:12-26. 
  a. Wisdom excels folly, but both have same end – vs. 12-16 
  b. Laborer and loafer take nothing with them – vs. 17-26 (especially 18, 21, 24) 
 
II. His observation – chapters 3 through 8 
 1. Regularity and unchangeableness of natural law – chapter 3 
  a. Time for everything – 3:1-8 



  b. Fear God because of fixed universe – 3:9-15 
  c. Man and beast both die – 3:16-22 
 2. Social and political vanities – chapter 4:1-16 
  a. Oppression, tyranny, envy, strife, and division all about. 
  b. Better never been born – vs. 2, 3 
 3. Vanity of religion and riches – chapter 5:1 through 6:12 
 4. He looks at inequality of rewards and punishments of wicked and righteous under the  

sun. This problem puzzles those who do not believe in immortality – chapters 7 and 8 
 
III. Wisdom under the sun leads to skepticism and agnosticism – chapter 9 through 12:12 
 Note – 9:2-6; 10:5-11; 11:8-10 
 
IV. The solution – 12:13, 14 
 1. Only here does he rise above the sun. 
 2. There is a vast difference between… 
  a. Wise and foolish 
  b. Righteous and unrighteous 
  c. Man and beast 
 
When we know there is something beyond death and the consciousness this life is not all.  


