
THE LORD'S DAY
The Twenty-Ninth Day of November, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Nathan Shurden

Minister of Discipleship

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "Come Thou Quickening Spirit" ..........................Camil Van Hulse
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Introit — "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" ................................Arr. Sjolund  

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 76 — "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" (Psalm 103)

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 62 (Pew Bible pages 621 - 622)

The Solo — "Jesus Draw Me Ever Nearer" ...............................Getty and Townend 
Genneysa Case 

The Morning Prayer

‡ The Hymn — "My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness"  (See Morning Guide)

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "It Is a Precious Thing" ..............................................Johann Peter
Kristi Jordan, Soprano; Ben Roberson, Baritone

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 8:16-21 (Pew Bible page 865)

The Sermon — "Take Care How You Listen"........................................Dr. Duncan

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 141 — "God, in the Gospel of His Son" (stanza 5 only)

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "Five-fold Amen"...........................................................Pinehurst

The Postlude — "Postlude in G" ......................................................H.A. Matthews

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III

Senior Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Evening Meditation" ...................................................Paul Benoit
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 455 — "And Can It Be That I Should Gain"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn No. 84 — "Under the Care of My God, the Almighty"
(Psalm 91)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Al Chestnut

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "He Touched Me/It is No Secret".....................................Medley
Kent Dear, Soloist

The Young Children's Devotional
The Song No. 335 - "Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me" (Stanzas 1 and 2)
The Children's Catechism No. 99

Q. "What is the ninth commandment?"
A. "The ninth commandment is:  You shall not give false testimony against

your neighbor."
The Scripture — Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 5:20; Proverbs 17:4, 21:28;

Zechariah 8:16-17; 1 Timothy 5:13; 1 Peter 4:8
The Meditation..............................Mr. David Felker, College Men's Coordinator
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Hymn No. 128 — "God Moves in a Mysterious Way" (1-5)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Esther 4 (Pew Bible pages 412-413)

The Sermon — "And It Just So Happened" .............................................Mr. Smith

‡ The Benediction and Response No. 128 — "God Moves in a Mysterious Way"
(stanza 6)

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
and scan his work in vain;
God is his own interpreter,
and he will make it plain.

The Postlude — "Postlude in F".......................................................H.A. Matthews

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



And Can It Be That I Should Gain
What can be said about this majestic hymn? A great Methodist song per-
fectly expressive of Reformed theology! The focus of the whole text is the
sovereignty of God’s grace in salvation, and so it helps us to prepare for
today’s Scripture reading and sermon. The chorus repeatedly bids us won-
der at the very thought that Christ, very God of very God, would lay down
His life for unworthy sinners like ourselves. The first three stanzas focus on
the mystery surrounding the unbidden and unsurpassed love of God in
redemption and the amazing work of incarnation and atonement in the
accomplishment thereof. The fourth stanza points out that we are dead in
sin and unable to do anything to save ourselves, and that in this helpless
condition God Himself calls us, draws us and converts us. Sovereign grace!  

Under the Care of My God, the Almighty
The psalms offer us the most perfect template for our expression of thanks
for God’s faithfulness to us. In this psalm paraphrase, we are reminded that
His people dwell even under His very wings. An article in National
Geographic several years ago provided a penetrating picture of God’s wings.
After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their
trek up a mountain to assess the inferno’s damage. One ranger found a bird
literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at the base
of a tree. Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird
with a stick. When he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their
dead mother’s wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of impending disas-
ter, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered them
under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would rise. She
could have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her babies. When the
blaze had arrived and the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had
remained steadfast. Because she had been willing to die, those under the
cover of her wings would live. Let us never forget the cost of our security
under His wings; not all the blood of beasts or birds could purchase this
security, but the blood of our Saviour, of God Himself become man pur-
chased our freedom and security.  

Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me
In preparation for the study of the Ninth Commandment, we are reminded
that we cannot keep any of God’s commands without the aid of His Spirit.
It is the Holy Spirit who is the powerful agent in our sanctification. He sup-
plies the grace needed for us to strive to grow in grace.

God Moves in a Mysterious Way
This hymn is originally found in Olney Hymns under the title “Conflict:
Light shining out of Darkness.” Bailey says: “The word majestic best
describes this hymn. It reveals at work in the world a God who preserves
the grandeur of the ancient Jehovah and the personal concern of the
Christian’s Father. Out of the Old Testament come the pictures of stanzas 1
and 2: the Lord striding over the oceans and riding on the storm clouds (2
Sam 22: 7-20); from Job the mines hidden in the earth and the treasuries out
of which He draws His gifts for men (Job 28: 1-3; 38:22-23). Then in stanzas
3 to 6 the poet addresses comforting words to the fearful, bids them remem-
ber their limitations of understanding, and boldly asserts his faith in the
goodness of God in spite of all appearances. We do not know under what
circumstances Cowper wrote this hymn. It is somehow connected with his
mental breakdown in 1773.”  This hymn is a reminder that even mature
Christians do become inconsolably sad, but through it all, Cowper always
reminded himself that God’s purposes “ripen fast” and though the “bud
may have a bitter taste” the flower will be sweet. Very often, life is very
hard, but Cowper points us forward to the eternal rest that we have in
Christ.

A Guide to the Evening Service
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FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • November 29, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on WJNT 

1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Inquirers' Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Brittany Threadgill (4205 N. Honeysuckle Lane)

Monday Circle Bible Teachers — 9:00 a.m. in WH204
Insurance / Security Committee — 12:00 noon in MH
Flower Committee Luncheon — 12:00 noon in MH
Troop 18 Scouts — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room/Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC
Session Finance Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Choir's Christmas rehearsal — 3:00 - 3:45 p.m. in the 

sanctuary
Management Committee — 5:30 p.m. in PH
Cub Scout Wolves — 6:00 p.m. in SC215
Cub Scouts — 6:00 p.m. in WH202

Wednesday MOMS Christmas Brunch — 9:00 a.m. in PH
Interns Meeting — 4:00 p.m. in YH
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. in the Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Sixth Grade Girls — 6:15 p.m. in 3 Year Old S.S. Classroom
Sixth Grade Boys — 6:30 p.m. in the Gym
Children's Choirs Christmas Program — 6:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary
Sophomore Girls' Small Group — 6:30 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Senior High Guys' Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Junior Girls' Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday MNA Church Planting Sub-Committee — 7:30 a.m. in PH
PROS — 11:00 a.m. in PH
Men of the Covenant — 11:45 a.m. in MH
International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday Sew and Sow Mentoring Group — 9:00 a.m. in SC211

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Glenn and Mary Ellen Rowan, missionaries
with Mission to the World in East Asia, 86 Pickett's Lake Drive, Acworth, GA
30101-4798.  Email: frowan@psmail.net

FLOWERS
The flowers in the sanctuary are given in honor and appreciation for the 
members of the Flower Committee who have recently retired: Carolyn Best,
Sylvia Carraway, Sarah Grantham, Francine Greenlee, Mary Jane Henley, 
Nancy Long, and Grace Toler.

STEWARDSHIP 2010
If you have not turned in your Stewardship Commitment Card, you may place
it in the regular offering plate during this Sunday's worship services. Cards are
available in the sanctuary pews and in the tract racks throughout the church.  
To date, we have received 455 commitment cards for a total of $3,674,798.60 and 
121 debt retirement cards for a total of $91,722.

MEN OF THE COVENANT
Men, plan to attend our Men of the Covenant Luncheon on Thursday, December
3, in Miller Hall from 11:45 - 1:00.  Our guest speaker will be Bill Moore.
Reservations are not required, and the cost of lunch is $5.00 at the door.  If you
have any questions, please contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or 
shannonc@fpcjackson.org.

PROS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Please join us in Patterson Hall on Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 11:00 am, for
a festive time of food, fun and fellowship.  Billy Joseph, our minister of 
congregational care, will share with us.  We will take a few moments to sing our
favorite Christmas carols.  Then we will gather around the table to enjoy one
another and a traditional holiday meal of tender roasted turkey, cornbread 
dressing and gravy, cranberry sauce, spinach madeline, squash casserole, rolls
and coconut cake.  Mark your calendars and make your reservations by calling
the church at 601-353-8316.  Please note that the deadline is Monday, November
30, 2009.  We look forward to seeing you there!

WIC LADIES' CHRISTMAS DINNER
"His Kingdom Is Forever"

Ladies, join us on Tuesday, December 8, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. in Miller Hall for a
delicious holiday meal and to hear an inspiring devotion from our own, Norma
Quarterman.  The highlight of the evening will be the announcement of the
Women's Ministry Lifetime Memberships.  Come and rejoice with us, giving
praise to God for those who have lived for His glory and have served His
Kingdom for many years.  Call 601-353-8316 to make a reservation for the dinner
and nursery, if needed.  RSVP by Tuesday, December 1, 2009

JUNIOR HIGH PROGRESSIVE DINNER
All students who are in 7th-9th grades are invited for a progressive dinner on
December 11, 2009.  Please meet at the youth house at 6:00 p.m. dressed in your
tacky Christmas attire.  We will meet at the church and then go to various homes for
appetizers, dinner, and dessert.  Please bring a white elephant gift ($5 limit).  Parents
can pick up students at 10 p.m. at the youth house.  We hope you can join us!!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
December 2 Wednesday 9:00 a.m. MOMS Christmas Brunch 
December 2 Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Children's Choirs Christmas

Program
December 3 Thursday 11:00 a.m. PROS Christmas Dinner
December 3 Thursday 11:45 a.m. Men of the Covenant

Luncheon
December 5 Saturday 7:15 a.m. Annual Parchman

Christmas Trip
December 8 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. WIC Christmas Dinner
December 20 Sunday 5:00 p.m. Music of Christmas
December 24 Thursday 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service Only
December 24-25 Thursday-Friday Church Offices Closed



web site - www.fpcjackson.org
“Hymns of the Faith” WJNT 1180AM Talk Radio 9:00 A.M. Sunday

WWSL FM102.3  11:00 A.M. Sunday 
WLBT TV3 10:00 A.M. Sunday

WTWB TV14 Memphis

THE SESSION

John A. Crawford, Clerk
James S. Armstrong
J. Mark Baird
McNeill Bartling III
Bryant R. Boswell
John H. Bowen III
Max P. Bowman
Forrest G. Bratley, Jr.
Donald G. Breazeale
John P. Buchanan
Don B. Cannada
Al Page Chestnut
Victor B. Clark
C. David Cleland
William S. Cook
Robert A. Cunningham
T. Doug Dale, Sr.

Stephen M. Edwards
James D. Elkin
T. David Elkin
George R. Fair
Kenneth G. Fairly
W. Craig Flowers
L. H. Fulcher, Jr.
Claude W. Harbarger
William K. Harper
Samuel D. Hensley
W. Wayne Husband
H. Richard Johnson, Jr.
J. Edmund Johnston, Jr.
W. Harper Keeler
Crane D. Kipp
Ralph H. Lord
Robert Y. Love, Jr.

Wiley P. Lowry, Jr.
A. William May
George W. May, Jr.
C. Eugene McRoberts, Jr.
Robert B. Mims
J. Longstreet Minor III
James L. Moore
Doyle B. Moorhead
J. Lee Owen, Jr.
Joel G. Payne, Jr.
William D. Payne, Sr.
William M. Penn
Thomas I. Rice III
Richard L. Ridgway
Stephen W. Rosenblatt
Richard W. Russ
A. Jerry Sheldon

Jerrald L. Shivers
Mark A. Sorgenfrei
Paul H. Stephenson III
Marvin E. Stockett
William O. Stone, Jr.
Daniel B. Story II
Orrin H. Swayze, Jr.
Tian C. Teh
Denny A. Terry
Jim B. Tohill
Noel K. Toler, Jr.
Ward B. Toler
R. Barry Vickery
Alan H. Walters
T. Calvin Wells
A. Terrel Williams
Mark J. Windham

THE DIACONATE
Marcus M. Wilson,
Chairman
John H. Allgood III
David M. Baird
D. Kyle Ball
Kenneth C. Ball
Charles F. Barbour
James M. Bateman
Lewis W. Bell
Victor E. Blaylock
David L. Bowling
Walter J. Brand
P. Sharkey Burke, Jr.
William T. Burnham, Jr.
C. Glen Bush, Jr.
R. Barry Cannada
Stuart H. Clarke
Danny C. Costello
V. Reid Cotten

John L. Cox
Paul L. Cox
John A. Crawford, Jr.
J. Holt Crews
William L. Crim, Jr.
Edward J. Currie, Jr.
Thomas D. Dale, Jr.
Guy H. Davant III
Arthur P. Davis
Robert G. Dye, Sr.
Larry W. Edwards
Robert G. Feild
Marcial D. Forester, Jr.
David H. Fulcher
Alan F. Futvoye
Gary J. Herring
James W. Hood
L. Lawrence Houchins, Jr.
James R. House III

Paul Hurst
Carey A. Johnston
Terry R. Levy
Douglas M. McDaniel
John H. McVey, Sr.
Michael M. Manning
Victor H. Meena, Jr.
Robert A. Miller
James L. Moore, Jr.
William M. Moore
J. Walter Newman IV
J.T. Noblin
J. Lee Owen III
Leroy H. Paris II
R. Phillip Parker
Benjamin W. Roberson
J. Clark Robinson
S. Craig Robinson
Cy Rosenblatt

John Lowe Smith
Victor P. Smith, Jr.
William F. Sneed
Stewart C. Swayze
L. Ford Terry
Robert L. Thomas
Timothy M. Threadgill
Michael T. Tramel
Joe P. Uithoven
Guy T. Vise, Jr.
J. Wilbourn Vise
Joseph W. Wadsworth
H. Coles Wilkins, Jr.
Joseph T. Wilkins III
Neil Witherow
Thomas M. Wright
Wirt A. Yerger III
John H. Young III

Elders Emeriti: Thomas H. Bowen, Jr.; Robert F. Cooper, Jr.; William H. Cox, Jr.; Allan G. Edgar, Jr.;
Owen C. Elder, Jr.; Frank H. Hagaman; W. Jefferson Hamm, Sr.; Homer Lee Howie, Sr.;
Leland Hume, Jr.; Leon E. Lewis, Jr.; Dickson R. Liddell; William A. Long, Jr.; 
R. Sam McAllister; Palmer L. Quarterman; Sidney A. Robinson, Jr.; Lewis Van Ness Rusling;
Arthur C. Stringer; Joel E. Varner

Deacons Emeriti: T. Oscar Burris, Jr.; Charles R. Gardner; Wentworth T. Gates; Billy C. Greenlee; 
J.O. Manning, Jr.; Boyd Thompson; Richard B. Wilson, Jr.; Wirt A. Yerger, Jr.; 
Donn E. Young

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL—9:40 - 10:40 A.M.
A. Jerry Sheldon, General Superintendent
Mrs. Al Chestnut, Special Ed. Coordinator

Mr. & Mrs. Crane Kipp, Churchtime Coordinators
Mrs. Hall Bailey, Information Desk Coordinator

THE CHURCH PROGRAM
THE SUNDAY SERVICES:

*Sunday School ..................................................................................................................9:40 A.M.
*Morning Worship ..................................................................................................8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
*Evening Worship................................................................................................................6:00 P.M.
Senior High Insight..............................................................................................................7:30 P.M.
Communion ............................................................2nd Sunday in January, April, July and October
Baptism................................3rd Sunday in January, March, May, July, September, and November
New Members Received.........................1st Sunday in February, April, June, August, October and

December at 5:00 p.m. in HC

*THE MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER MEETING: ...........................................Wednesday, 6:30 P.M.
Family Night Dinner .............................................................................Wednesday, 5:00 - 6:15 P.M.
Adult Bible Study............................................................................................Wednesday, 6:30 P.M.
Junior High Bible Study..................................................................................Wednesday, 5:00 P.M.
Children's Activities ........................................................................................Wednesday, 6:30 P.M.

*THE CHOIR REHEARSAL ..............................................................................................Wednesday, 5:50 P.M.

THE WOMEN IN THE CHURCH:
*Administrative Council ................................................................................First Monday, 9:30 A.M.
*Circles ........................................................................................................................Second Week

THE MEN OF THE COVENANT.................................................................................First Thursday, 11:45 A.M.

THE SCOUTS: Boy Scouts (Troop 18) (Weekly)....................................................................Monday, 7:00 P.M.

THE SESSION MEETING..........................................................................................Second Monday, 7:00 P.M.

THE DIACONATE MEETING.....................................................................................Second Monday, 5:30 P.M.

* A nursery for infants and pre-school children is maintained by the Church.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY

The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III, Senior Minister

Church Offices:
1390 N. State Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
601-353-8316 • FAX 601-973-9119




