
THE LORD'S DAY
The Fifteenth Day of November, Two Thousand Nine

MORNING WORSHIP
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O'Clock

Senior Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Mr. Jeremy H. Smith

Executive Minister 

The Greetings and Announcements (8:20 and 10:50 a.m.)

The Prelude — "O God Beyond All Praising".......................................arr. Nielson
Caroline Pillsbury, Pianist

The Introit — "Almighty God of Our Fathers" ......................................Will James

‡ The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 80 — "Lord, with Glowing Heart I'd Praise Thee"

‡ The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 60 (Pew Bible pages 619-620)

‡ The Response — "The Gloria Patri"

The Sacrament of Baptism

The Words of Institution
The Introduction of the Covenant Children and their Families
The Biblical Promise
The Questions to the Parents and Congregation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Baptism
The Baptismal Benediction

The Congregational Response No. 413 — "Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer"
"Our children, Lord, in faith and pray'r, we now devote to Thee;

Let them Thy cov'nant mercies share, and Thy Salvation see.
In early days their hearts secure from worldly snares, we pray,

O let them to the end endure in every righteous way."

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Anthem — "I Saw the Lord"..........................................................John Stainer
Angeley Butler, Soprano; Sarah Waters, Alto; Victor Smith, Tenor; Ben Roberson, Bass

"I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple.

Above it stood the Seraphims: each one had six wings;
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet,

and with twain he did fly.  And one cried to another,
'Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is

full of His glory. Holy is the Lord of Hosts.'
And the posts of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried.

And the house was filled with smoke.
O Trinity! O Unity! Be present as we worship Thee,

and with the songs that angels sing unite the hymns of praise we bring. Amen."
Isaiah 6:1-4

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — Luke 8:1-15 (Pew Bible page 864-865) 

The Sermon — "Have You Heard the Word?" .......................................Dr. Duncan 

‡ The Hymn of Response No. 141 — "God, in the Gospel of His Son"

‡ The Benediction

The Response — "Four-fold Amen" ..........................................................Pinehurst

The Postlude — "Chromatic Fugue".............................................Johann Pachelbel
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

‡Congregation standing

At the time of the Greetings and Announcements, and during the Prelude, the congregation
is invited to a season of silent and reverent preparation for corporate worship.



EVENING WORSHIP
Six O’Clock

Presiding Minister — The Reverend Dr. Derek W.H. Thomas
Assisting Minister — The Reverend Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III

Senior Minister

The Announcements and Words of Preparation (5:50 p.m.)

The Prelude — "Aria in C" ...........................................................................Martini
Connie S. Wadsworth, Organist

The Call to Worship

‡ The Hymn of Praise No. 469 — "How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place"

‡ The Invocation

The Evening Hymn Medley 

No. 679 — "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" (Stanzas 1, 4)
No. 670 — "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee" (Stanza 5)
No. 587 — "Who Is on the Lord's Side?" (Stanzas 3, 4)

* The Greetings

The Evening Prayer — Ruling Elder Bill Harper

The Presentation of God's Tithes and Our Offerings

The Offertory — "There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood"
Allen Burrows

The Young Children's Devotional

The Song No. 654 — "O Jesus, I Have Promised" (Stanzas 1 and 2)
The Children's Catechism No. 97

Q. "What is the eighth commandment?"
A. "The eighth commandment is:  You shall not steal."

The Scripture — Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11, 13; Deuteronomy 5:19;
Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Hebrews 13:5

The Meditation .....................................Dr. Derek Thomas, Minister of Teaching
The Prayer ...........................................(The children dismissed following the prayer)

‡ The Psalm No. 624 — "Through All the Changing Scenes of Life" (Stanzas 1-5)

The Prayer of Illumination

The Reading of Holy Scripture — 1 Samuel 14:1-23 (Pew Bible pages 235-236)  

The Sermon — "Jonathan - a Portrait of a Godly Man"........................Dr. Thomas

‡ The Benediction and Response — "Through All the Changing Scenes of Life"
"Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 

have nothing else to fear:
Make you His service your delight;

He'll make your wants His care."

The Postlude — "Larghetto".........................................................................Bassani

*The ushers may seat latecomers
‡Congregation standing

We are delighted to have you in our worship. May we
heartily worship and praise God together! If you
would like information about joining this church, we
cordially invite you to an informal meeting in the
Session Room following the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.

Welcome
Visitors



The Invocation
Having heard the call to worship, and responded with singing, we turn to
God in prayer. The opening prayer of the service always focuses upon the
praise, exaltation, and adoration of our great God, and “invokes” (thus
“invocation”) His presence and communion with us as we come to worship
Him.

The Sermon
Jonathan is no chip off the old block. Where Saul shows himself unfaithful,
Jonathan here shows himself to be a trusting and faithful servant of the
Lord.  Perhaps the real regal member of this clan was the son and not the
father.  

The Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place

This is another favorite hymn of our congregation. It sings of the amazing
electing love of God and beautifully combines an unqualified belief on
God’s divine sovereignty with a longing to see the lost saved. “Bring the
strangers home” is one of the most beautiful ways of describing the Gospel’s
effectual calling of sinners ever penned. The second, third, and fourth stan-
zas ponder the mystery of God’s electing love, that “sweetly drew us in,”
and recognize that, had He not reached out to us, we would “rather starve
than come.” The hymn is one of Isaac Watts’ many masterpieces.

Watts’ father was a Nonconformist imprisoned twice for his religious
views. Isaac learned Greek, Latin, and Hebrew in the grammar school in
Southampton and showed a taste for verse in early childhood. His promise
caused a local doctor and other friends to offer him a university education,
assuming he would be ordained in the Church of England. However, Isaac
declined and instead entered a Nonconformist Academy at Stoke
Newington in 1690, under the care of Thomas Rowe, pastor of the
Independent congregation at Girdlers’ Hall. Isaac joined this congregation
in 1693.

Watts left the Academy at age 20 and spent two years at home. It was
during this period that he wrote the bulk of his Hymns and Spiritual Songs.
They were sung from manuscripts in the Southampton Chapel and pub-
lished 1707-1709. The next six years of his life were again spent at Stoke
Newington, working as tutor to the son of eminent Puritan Sir John
Hartopp. The intense study of these years is reflected in the theological and
philosophical material he subsequently published.

Watts preached his first sermon at age 24. In the next three years he
preached frequently, and in 1702 was ordained as pastor of Mark Lane
Independent Chapel. At that time he moved into the house of a Mr. Hollis
in the Minories. His health began to fail the next year, and Samuel Price was
appointed as his assistant in the ministry. In 1712, a fever shattered his con-
stitution, and Price became co-pastor of the congregation, which had moved
to a new chapel in Bury Street. It was at this time that Isaac became the guest
of Sir Thomas Abney. He lived in Abney’s household for the rest of his life.   

The Hymn Medley
It is easy to notice the recurring theme in these three hymns—trust in God.
But though the theme may be obvious, it proves to be easily forgotten in our
lives. It is strange indeed, that what we so firmly know we can so frequent-
ly forget. Our faith can be sincere and feeble; present and seemingly lost. We
can relate all too well to the profession and request of the father, “I do
believe; help my unbelief.” And so we never tire of being reminded of our
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the goodness of God’s providence.

Through All the Changing Scenes of Life
This is one of Dr. Duncan’s very favorite metrical psalm-renderings. The
sixth stanza exhorts us to fear God, not man, and thus find true peace. God
cares for those who serve Him. “Fear Him, ye saints, and you will have
nothing else to fear; Make you His service your delight; He’ll make your
wants His care.” The tune comes from the great Lowell Mason.

A Guide to the Evening Service



The Sacrament of Baptism
We have the privilege of worshipping in word and sacrament this morning,
as the new covenant ordinance of baptism is administered. Baptism is a sign
of a covenant promise of God to His people, directly instituted by our Lord
Jesus Christ, in which Jesus has directed that water is to be applied, in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to represent to us and assure us of
the glorious realities of union with Christ, forgiveness of sins by His blood,
regeneration by His Holy Spirit, our adoption, and our hope of resurrection
to everlasting life. By baptism, the recipients are solemnly, publicly admit-
ted into the visible church, and enter into an open and professed engage-
ment to be wholly and only the Lord’s.

At First Presbyterian Church, we baptize the children of believers as
well as adult professing believers who have not been previously baptized,
in accordance with Scripture. We believe that the Bible teaches that baptism
is a new covenant sign. What we mean by that is baptism points to and con-
firms the gracious saving promise of God to His people and its fulfillment in
Jesus Christ. It is to be administered to believers and their children, as can
be seen from Genesis 17, Matthew 28, Colossians 2, 1 Corinthians 7, and
Acts 16.

Let’s elaborate on that. We believe that Christian baptism is 
(1) commanded by Christ in Matthew 28 (“Go...make disciples...baptizing
and...teaching them”). We also believe that (2) it is to be applied to 
believers as we see in Acts 8 “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
to see from Scripture, he preached Jesus to him. As they went along the road
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look! Water! What prevents
me from being baptized?’ And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you
may.’ And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’ And
he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water,
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him”. (3) It is to be adminis-
tered to believers and their children, because God has made a promise to
believers and their children in both Old and New Testaments (Genesis 17,
Acts 2), and has given signs of that promise in both Old and New
Testaments (Genesis 17, Matthew 28, Acts 2), therefore, we believe that the
Bible clearly teaches that the new covenant sign of the promise that is given
to believers and their children ought to be given to believers and their chil-
dren (and not to believers only). 

When we baptize adult believers (who have never before been bap-
tized), we are publicly recognizing their credible profession of faith and
their status as disciples of Jesus Christ, through the means of baptism and
confession of faith (see Acts 2:38, 8:35-37, Romans 10:9), and so it is our great
joy and privilege from time to time, to hear new Christians profess their
trust in Jesus Christ, Son of God, and Savior of sinners, as He is offered in
the gospel, and to see them receive the mark of membership in the covenant
community.

Furthermore, every time we witness a baptism, all of us who have
already been baptized are to meditate on the blessings that it represents and
confirms. Our Larger Catechism helps us to know how to do this, when it
says: “The needful but much neglected duty of improving our Baptism, is to
be performed by us all our life long, especially in the time of temptation, and
when we are present at the administration of it to others; by serious and
thankful consideration of the nature of it, and of the ends for which Christ
instituted it, the privileges and benefits conferred and sealed thereby, and
our solemn vow made therein; by being humbled for our sinful defilement,
our falling short of, and walking contrary to, the grace of baptism, and our
engagements; by growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, and of all other
blessings sealed to us in that sacrament; by drawing strength from the death
and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the mortifying of
sin, and quickening of grace; and by endeavoring to live by faith, to have
our conversation in holiness and righteousness, as those that have therein
given up their names to Christ; and to walk in brotherly love, as being bap-
tized by the same Spirit into one body.” 

A Guide to the Morning Service



FPC THIS WEEK
SUNDAY • November 15, 2009

Sunday Pre-Service Announcements — 8:20 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Hymns of the Faith Radio Program — 9:00 a.m. on WJNT 

1180 AM
Prayer for Worship Service — 9:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. in 

M133
Sunday School — 9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. in various locations
Inquirers' Class — 9:40 a.m. in M133
Pre-Service Announcements — 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Student Ensemble — 4:45 p.m. in MS
WIC Prayer Group — 5:00 p.m. in the Parlor
Pre-Service Announcements — 5:50 p.m. in the Sanctuary
First - Third Grade Catechism Class — 6:30 p.m. (dismissed 

from Sanctuary to M133)
Four- and Five-Year-Olds Scripture Memory Class — 

6:30 p.m. (dismissed from Sanctuary to M135)
Senior High Insight — 7:30 p.m. in the home of 

Annie Carpenter (4109 Sandridge Drive)

Monday MTJ Committee — 12:00 p.m. in MH
Troop 18 Scouts — 7:00 p.m. in Scout Room/Gym

Tuesday Men's New Testament Bible Study — 6:30 a.m. in PH
Staff Meeting — 9:00 a.m. in HC

Wednesday Senior Girls' Small Group — 7:00 a.m. - Justin and Caroline 
Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)

MOMS Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in PH/SC
Student Ministry Dads' Prayer Lunch — 12:00 p.m. in YH
Ladies' Bible Teacher Training — 5:00 p.m. in WH204
Family Night Supper — 5:00 p.m. in MH
Junior High Small Groups — 5:00 p.m. in YH
Children's Activities — 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the Gym 
The Choir — 5:50 p.m. in MS
Sixth Grade Girls — 6:15 p.m. in 3 Year Old S.S. Classroom
Sixth Grade Boys — 6:30 p.m. in the Gym
Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer Meeting — 6:30 p.m. in 

MH
Children's Choirs — 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in various rooms as posted
Discipleship Groups — 6:30 p.m. in SC/WH/PH
Senior High Guys' Small Groups — 7:45 p.m. in YH
Sophomore Girls' Small Group — 7:45 p.m. - Justin and 

Caroline Pillsbury (4412 Forest Park)
Junior Girls' Small Group — 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor

Thursday PCA Pastors' Prayer Breakfast — 8:30 a.m. in MH
1 Peter Ladies' Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. in SC/ PH
Elijah Ladies' Bible Study — 9:45 a.m. in MH
Elijah Study Prayer Time — 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
International English Class — 6:45 p.m. in SC/PH

Friday Sew and Sow Mentoring Group — 9:00 a.m. in SC211

Saturday Men's Prayer Breakfast — 7:30 a.m. in MH

CH - College House
LH - Lowe Hall
M - Main Floor
MCR - Ministers’

Conference Room

MH - Miller Hall
MS - Music Suite
PH - Patterson Hall
YH - Youth House
SC - Study Center

WH - Westminster Hall
HC - Hutton Chapel



II THESSALONIANS 3:1
"Finally, brethren, pray for us...." — Robert and Linda Rahaim, missionaries with
Mission to the World in Scotland, Kilpurnie House, Backmuir of Liff, Dundee,
DD2 5QU, UK.  Email: heart4scotland@aol.com

FLOWERS
The flowers in the sanctuary are left to the glory of God in loving memory of
Missye Rhee Brickell Breazeale, precious daughter, loving and faithful wife,
devoted and adoring mother and grandmother, and a child of the King.

STEWARDSHIP 2010
If you have not turned in your Stewardship Commitment Card, you may place
it in the regular offering plate during this Sunday's worship services. Cards are
available in the sanctuary pews and in the tract racks throughout the church.  
To date, we have received 422 commitment cards for a total of $3,499,972.60 and
114 debt retirement cards for a total of $87,722.00.

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH?
If you are interested in joining First Presbyterian Church, please note that our
next joining date is Sunday, December 6, 2009.  Each person joining FPC is asked
to fill out a new member form and turn it in two weeks before the joining date
(November 22).  The new member forms can be obtained from Shannon Craft in
Pastoral Care or in the Session Room (located in the Greeting Courtyard) after
the morning worship services.  Applications for membership received after
November 22 will be held until the next joining date of February 7, 2010.  If you
have any questions, please contact Shannon Craft at 601-326-9243 or 
shannonc@fpcjackson.org.

PROS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Please join us in Patterson Hall on Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 11:00 a.m., for
a festive time of food, fun and fellowship.  Billy Joseph, our minister of 
congregational care, will share with us.  We will take a few moments to sing our
favorite Christmas carols.  Then we will gather around the table to enjoy one
another and a traditional holiday meal of tender roasted turkey, cornbread dress-
ing and gravy, cranberry sauce, spinach madeline, squash casserole, rolls and
coconut cake.  Mark your calendars and make your reservations by calling the
church at 601-353-8316.  Please note that the deadline is Monday, November 30,
2009.  We look forward to seeing you there!

WIC LADIES' CHRISTMAS DINNER
"His Kingdom Is Forever"

Ladies, join us on Tuesday, December 8, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. in Miller Hall for a
delicious holiday meal and to hear an inspiring devotion from our own, Norma
Quarterman.  The highlight of the evening will be the announcement of the
Women's Ministry Lifetime Memberships.  Come and rejoice with us, giving
praise to God for those who have lived for His glory and have served His
Kingdom for many years.  Call 601-353-8316 to make a reservation for the dinner
and nursery, if needed.  RSVP by Tuesday, December 1, 2009

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Chess B. Wymond — November 7, 2009
Mrs. Donald G. (Missye Rhee) Breazeale — November 11, 2009

BAPTISM
Please note that the next baptism Sunday has been moved from 

January 17, 2010 to January 24, 2010.



The Vows for 
the Sacrament 

of Baptism
In order for the congregation to more fully enter into
the service of the sacrament of baptism and to refresh
ourselves on our church membership vow, the follow-
ing is provided for your convenience and information:

To the parents:
1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the

cleansing blood of Jesus Christ and the renewing
grace of the Holy Spirit?

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in (his)
behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus
Christ for (his) salvation, as you do for your own?

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to
God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine
grace, that you will endeavor to set before (him) a
godly example, that you will pray with and for
(him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of
our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all
the means of God’s appointment, to bring (him) 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

And

To the congregation:

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility
of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this
child?

First Presbyterian Church • 1390 North State Street • Jackson, MS 39202 • (601) 353-8316
Presbyterian Church in America

www.fpcjackson.org

First Presbyterian Church purposes to stand as a Reformed witness to Jackson, to the 
surrounding community, and ultimately to the world through the proclamation of the
whole counsel of God as written in the verbally inspired, infallible Scriptures.

WORSHIP   •   DISCIPLESHIP   •   OUTREACH




